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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 -40 are presented for examination. 

2. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

3. Claims 1 , 3, 5-7, 10-11,1 3-1 5, 27, 29, 30, 32-34, and 36-40are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Moore, WO 02/01836 A2, in view of Ferrante 
et al. ("Ferrante"), US 6,915,278. 

Regarding claim 1 , Moore teaches a system that facilitates management of a 
subscription service, comprising: 

a rules component that processes one or more rules in accordance with the 
subscription service of a subscriber (page 3 lines 16-20); and 

a services component that uses the one or more rules to automatically enforce 
the subscription service, in part, according to the number of concurrently connected 
clients of the subscriber (i.e., page 8 lines 18-26). 

Moore does not explicitly teach the one or more rules comprising a rule that 
automatically provides a license to a client, and prevents anonymous rotation of more 
clients that are authorized by the number dictated by the license. 

Ferrante teaches improved license management system and method, wherein 
the authorized use of licensed software to multiplicity of computers and/or users is 
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managed and controlled (abstract). Ferrante teaches one or more rules comprising a 
rule that automatically provides a license to a client, and prevents anonymous rotation 
of more clients that are authorized by the number dictated by the license (col. 1 line 65- 
col. 2 line 16). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify the teachings of Moore to include a rule that 
automatically provides a license to a client, and prevents anonymous rotation of more 
clients that are authorized by the number dictated by the license as taught by Ferrante 
because it was conventionally employed in the art to provide for license management. 

Regarding claim 3, Moore teaches the system of claim 1 is employed in at least 
one of a client/server topology and a peer-to-peer topology (page 1 lines 19-24). 

Regarding claim 5, Moore teaches the system of claim 1 , each of the connected 
clients is placed on an active list of allowed clients (page 7 lines 31-33). 

Regarding claim 6, Moore teaches the system of claim 1 , if the number of 
concurrently connected clients is exceeded, no other clients of the associated 
subscriber are allowed to connect to the services component (page 7 line 31 -page 8 line 
21). 
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Regarding claim 7, Moore teaches the system of claim 1 , the one or more rules 
include a rule that allows an unlimited number of concurrently connected clients for the 
associated subscriber (page 3 lines 16-20). 

Regarding claim 10, Moore teaches the system of claim 1 , further comprising an 
active list that is populated and depopulated dynamically according to a client 
respectively connecting to and disconnecting from the services component (page 3 lines 
21-30). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Moore teaches the system of claim 1 is employed in a peer- 
to-peer topology where one or more rules imposed by a first peer client are at least one 
of different, overlapping, and identical to one or more rules imposed by a second peer 
client (page 3 lines 16-20). 

Regarding claim 13, Moore teaches a server that employs the system of claim 1 
(server 26, Fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 14, Moore teaches. A computer that employs the system of 
claim 1 (Fig. 1). 
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Regarding claim 15, this claim comprises a computer readable medium having 
stored thereon computer executable instructions for carrying out the system of claim 1 , 
same rationale of rejection is applicable. 

Regarding claims 27, 29 and 30, those claims recite limitations that are 
substantially the same as claim 1 , same rationale of rejection is applicable. 

Regarding claim 32-34, those claims recite limitations that are substantially the 
same as claim 1 , same rationale of rejection is applicable. 

Regarding claims 36-40, Moore teaches the system of claim 32, further 
comprising means for maintaining an active list of the existing clients that are 
concurrently accessing the service (page 8 lines 8-25). 

4. Claims 2, 9, and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Moore, in view of Ferrante and Scoredos et al. ("Scoredos"), US 2004/0250127 
A1. 

Regarding claim 2, Moore teaches the system of claim 1 . 

The combination of Moore and Ferrante does not explicitly teach one or more 
rules that facilitate automatic enforcement of the subscription service according to at 
least one of a churn parameter and a frequency parameter. 
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Scoredos teaches method for controlling connections from an IP entity to a 
server (abstract). Scoredos teaches one or more rules that facilitate automatic 
enforcement of the subscription service according to at least one of a churn parameter 
and a frequency parameter (page 2 paragraphs [0023]-0041]). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify the teachings of Moore and Ferrante to include one or 
more rules that facilitate automatic enforcement of the subscription service according to 
at least one of a churn parameter and a frequency parameter as taught by Scoredos. 
One would be motivated to do so to restrict concurrent connection requests from 
specific clients to a pre-configured limit (Scoredos, page 2 paragraph [0024]). 

Regarding claim 9, Moore-Ferrante-Scoredos teaches the system of claim 1 , the 
one or more rules are applied automatically to a client of the subscriber as the client 
attempts to connect on an ad hoc basis (Scoredos, page 4 paragraph [0034]). 

Regarding claim 28, this claim recites limitation that is substantially the same as 
claim 2, same rationale of rejection is applicable. 

5. Claims 4, 31 , and 35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over Moore in view of, Ferrante and Chakraborty et al. ("Chakraborty"), US 
2004/0054791 A1 . 
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Regarding claim 4, Moore teaches the system of claim 1 . 

The combination of teachings of Moore and Ferrante does not explicitly teach 
clients each include a cookie that facilitates enforcement of the subscription service. 

Chakraborty teaches system and method wherein user policies on web servers is 
enforced (abstract). Chakraborty teaches clients each include a cookie that facilitates 
enforcement of the subscription service (page 4 paragraph [0039]). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify the combination of teachings of Moore and Ferrante to 
include a cookie that facilitates enforcement of the subscription service as taught by 
Chakraborty. One would be motivated to do so to control user access to 
resources/services on web server independent of the platform they are running on 
(Chakraborty, page 2 paragraph [0015]). 

Regarding claim 31 , this claim recites limitation that is substantially the same as 
claim 4, same rationale of rejection is applicable. 

Regarding claim 35, this claim recites limitation that is substantially the same as 
claim 4, same rationale of rejection is applicable. 

6. Claims 8, and 1 7-1 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over Moore in view of Ferrante and Kitamura, US 2002/0010630 A1 . 
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Regarding claim 8, Moore teaches the system of claim 1 . 

The combination of teachings of Moore and Ferrante does not explicitly teach a 
tracking component the tracks client activity of the subscriber and facilitates billing the 
subscriber accordingly. 

Kitamura teaches system and method wherein user charges may be increased or 
decreased according to the number of accesses (abstract). Kitamura teaches a tracking 
component the tracks client activity of the subscriber and facilitates billing the subscriber 
accordingly (page 3 paragraph [0044]). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify the teachings of Moore and Ferrante to track client 
activity of the subscriber and facilitate billing the subscriber accordingly as taught by 
Kitamura. One would be motivated to do so to vary the charge to user according to the 
number of accesses. 

Regarding claim 17, this claim recites limitations that are substantially the same 
as claims 1 and 8, discussed above, same rationale of rejection is applicable. 

Regarding claim 18, Moore teaches the system of claim 17, the one or more 
rules enforced in accordance with the subscriber are at least one of the same, partially 
overlapping, and different then one or more rules enforced in accordance with a 
different subscriber (page 3 lines 16-20). 
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Regarding claim 1 9, Moore teaches the system of claim 1 7, if the number of 
concurrently connected clients is exceeded, no other clients of the associated 
subscriber are allowed to connect to the services component (page 7 line 31 -page 8 line 
21). 

7. Claims 12 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Moore in view Ferrante and Zhao, US 6,035,404. 

Regarding claim 12, Moore teaches the system of claim 1 . 

The combination of teachings of Moore and Ferrante does not explicitly teach 
one or more rules further comprising a rule that limits an amount of churn per a 
specified time interval. 

Zhao teaches system and method for managing user logins to a restricted 
computer service (abstract). Zhao teaches a rule that limits an amount of churn per a 
specified time interval (col. 1 line 6-8) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify the teachings of Moore and Ferrante to include a rule that 
limits an amount of churn per a specified time interval as taught by Zhao. One would be 
motivated to do so to enable a user to log in to the service when all the available login 
slots are currently being used (Zhao, col. 2 lines 1-6). 
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Regarding claim 16, Moore-Zhao teaches the system of claim 1 , further 
comprising a classifier that facilitates the performance of rules processing according to 
an inference (Zhao, col. 6 lines 8-39). 

8. Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Moore in 
view of Ferrante, Kitamura and Zhao, US 6,035,404. 

Regarding claim 20, Moore teaches the system of claim 17. 

The combination of teachings of Moore, Ferrante and Kitamura does not 
explicitly teaches the one or more rules further comprising a rule that limits an amount 
of churn per a specified time interval. 

Zhao teaches system and method for managing user logins to a restricted 
computer service (abstract). Zhao teaches a rule that limits an amount of churn per a 
specified time interval (col. 1 line 6-8) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify the teachings of Moore, Ferrante and Kitamura to include 
a rule that limits an amount of churn per a specified time interval as taught by Zhao. 
One would be motivated to do so to enable a user to log in to the service when all the 
available login slots are currently being used (Zhao, col. 2 lines 1-6). 

9. Claim 21 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Moore in 
view of Ferrante, Kitamura and Birk et al. ("Birk"), US 2005/0154887 A1 . 
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Regarding claim 21 , Moore teaches the system of claim 1 7. 

The combination of teachings of Moore, Ferrante and Kitamura does not 
explicitly teach classifier that facilitates determining when to switch from storing client 
information locally to storing client information on the client. 

Birk, in the same field of endeavor, teaches classifier that facilitates determining 
when to switch from storing client information locally to storing client information on the 
client (page 1 paragraph [0008]). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify the combination of teachings of Moore, Ferrante and 
Kitamura to determine when to switch from storing client information locally to storing 
client information on the client as taught by Birk. One would be motivated to do so to 
cause the user to have greater authorizations than intended (Birk, page 1 paragraph 
[0008]). 

1 0. Claims 22 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over Zhao in view of Scoredos et al. ("Scoredos"), US 2004/0250127 A1 . 

Regarding claim 22, Zhao teaches a method of managing a subscription service, 
comprising: 

providing access to a service in accordance with the subscription service (col.1 
lines 31-49); 
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automatically controlling access to the service according to one or more rules 
that are based at least in part on a number of clients that are concurrently accessing the 
service (col. 1 lines 43-52); 

processing a churn rule of the one or more rules that facilitates control of how 
often one of the clients that are concurrently accessing the service can be replaced with 
a new client (col. 6 lines 1-39). 

Zhao does not explicitly teach processing a frequency rule of the one or more 
rules that facilitates control of a number of times that one of the clients can access the 
service in a given period of time, and the one or more rules provide a mechanism that 
prevents a subscriber from adding an unlimited number of clients or rotating clients in 
and out of pool to effectively maintain service on a set of computers to which the 
subscriber is entitled. 

Scoredos teaches method for controlling connections from an IP entity to a 
server (abstract). Scoredos teaches processing a frequency rule of the one or more 
rules that facilitates control of a number of times that one of the clients can access the 
service in a given period of time (page 2 paragraphs [0023]-0041]). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to modify 
the teachings of Zhao to process a frequency rule of the one or more rules that 
facilitates control of a number of times that one of the clients can access the service in a 
given period of time as taught by Scoredos. One would be motivated to do so to restrict 
concurrent connection requests from specific clients to a pre-configured limit (Scoredos, 
page 2 paragraph [0024]). 
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Ferrante teaches improved license management system and method, wherein 
the authorized use of licensed software to multiplicity of computers and/or users is 
managed and controlled (abstract). Ferrante teaches the one or more rules provide a 
mechanism that prevents a subscriber from adding an unlimited number of clients or 
rotating clients in and out of pool to effectively maintain service on a set of computers to 
which the subscriber is entitled (col. 1 line 65-col. 2 line 16). It would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to modify the 
teachings of Zhao to include a rule that automatically provides a license to a client, and 
prevents anonymous rotation of more clients that are authorized by the number dictated 
by the license as taught by Ferrante because it was conventionally employed in the art 
to provide for license management. 

Regarding claim 23, Zhao teaches the method of claim 22, further comprising 
automatically enforcing at least one of the churn rule and the frequency rule to deny 
access to a new client seeking access to the service (col. 5 lines 29-35). 

1 1 . Claims 24-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Zhao in view of Scoredos, Ferrante and Kitamura, US 2002/0010630 A1 . 

Regarding claim 24, Zhao teaches the method of claim 22, further comprising: 
processing the churn rule to allow a subscriber of the subscription service to exceed the 
churn rule as an event (col. 6 lines 1-39). 
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The combination of teachings of Zhao, Scoredos, and Ferrante does not explicitly 
teach billing the subscriber according to each event. 

Kitamura teaches system and method wherein user charges may be increased or 
decreased according to the number of accesses (abstract). Kitamura teaches billing the 
subscriber according to each event (page 3 paragraph [0044]). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify the combination of teachings of Zhao, Scoredos, and 
Ferrante to bill the subscriber according to each event as taught by Kitamura. One 
would be motivated to do so to vary the charge to user according to each event. 

Regarding claim 25, Zhao-Scoredos-Ferrante-Kitamura teaches the method of 
claim 22, further comprising: processing the one or more rules by allowing a subscriber 
of the subscription service to exceed selected ones of the one or more rules; changing a 
level of service to a new level of service according to the selected ones of the one or 
more rules that were exceeded; and thereafter, billing the subscriber at the new level of 
service (Kitamura, page 3 paragraph [0044]). 

Regarding claim 26, Zhao-Scoredos-Ferrante-Kitamura teaches the method of 
claim 22, further comprising: processing the one or more rules by allowing a subscriber 
of the subscription service to exceed selected ones of the one or more rules; changing a 
level of service to a new level of service according to the selected ones of the one or 
more rules that were exceeded; and dropping back to the level of service after the 
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selected ones of the one or more rules that were exceeded, have not been exceeded 
for a predetermined period of time (Kitamura, page 4 paragraph [0054]). 

Response to Arguments 

12. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-40 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

1 3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to OANH DUONG whose telephone number is (571)272- 
3983. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday- Friday, 9:30PM - 6:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Saleh Najjar can be reached on (571 ) 272-4006. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Oanh Duong/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2155 



